LAUS-MLS POLICY COUNCIL

KEY POINTS FROM THE APRIL 2004 MEETING

The Policy Council discussed MLS program issues and its role with respect to determining MLS program policy.  The Policy Council determined that its name should be changed to the LAUS-MLS Policy Council and recommended that change.

BLS staff will send GAO email on their project to study outsourcing in Information-Technology industries to Council members.  MLS staff will provide the MLS data table with Commerce Department definitions of IT industries to state members.

MLS staff will send MLS program managerial tables that describe item nonresponse by state to State members and to senior regional office staff (ARCs).

With respect to the MLS National Conference, a recommendation was made to include a panel discussion of State analysis and publication issues, with representation form small, medium and large states.

State members (Rich Reinhold and Brian Baker) will draft a training needs assessment for the MLS program to be discussed in July.

Lower level MLS program triggers for data collection were discussed, but trigger levels for telephone calls to employers would not change.  All state members will provide current MLS program trigger configurations for data collection to BLS staff.

State members will collect information on any research their states have done with respect to characteristics of MLS program “participants,” including educational attainment and occupation.  BLS staff will provide guidance on the use of administrative MLS data regarding trigger levels, educational attainment and occupation.

The State Council members discussed the LAUS allocation algorithms with respect to the new 2000 geography.  The state members agreed to option ‘B’ that counts metropolitan areas, metropolitan divisions and micropolitan areas as major areas for the estimation and analysis portion of the algorithm.  The new allocation algorithm was based on a state survey and gives more weight to small areas.  The bottom line is that New England states with lots of city areas will receive more funding. 

The Council reviewed a summary of states still using census share to make disaggregated city estimates.  Very few states west of the Mississippi are using claims/population disaggregation for their estimates.  Problems with the 2000 Census (group quarters issue) have made census sharing a poor choice for LAUS estimates.  The Council agreed to take action to encourage states to move to claims/population disaggregation for cities.

Sandi Mason and Gerry Bradley will draft a state survey regarding small area employment estimation.  This is a continuation of work with the 12 AAMC states and a key part of implementing the new estimation methodology for small areas.

The LAUS population controls were discussed, highlighting state issues with respect to poor quality intercensal estimates.  Members agreed that the Policy Council needs to focus on this issue and provide additional information about the problem and potential solutions.  Intercensal population will be a topic at the July Policy Council meeting; BLS staff will try to invite a Census representative to the meeting.  Population controls will also be added to the agenda for the LAUS National Conference.  The focus will be on the experience and procedures of the states that produce their own intercensal estimates.

The Council members discussed how the LAUS estimates from the third generation model should be treated, since they are not the official estimates.  The LAUS program will issue an “S” memo on the third generation model estimates.  The memo will address issues related to the dissemination of the estimates and provide an expanded timeline for redesign activities.

LAUS staff will send the detailed outlines for the APT course to state members for their review.

