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SUMMARY
· The first day of the meeting was held jointly with the QCEW policy council.  At this joint meeting two proposals were discussed.  The first was a proposal to restructure the CES program by centralizing the remaining data collection, moving State and area estimates processing and review to BLS, and funding a smaller cadre of State staff to transmit local knowledge to BLS and disseminate CES estimates in the State.  The second proposal discussed was one which would merge the publication streams of the CES and QCEW programs, eliminating confusion over which employment number was ‘right’.
· BLS discussed how decisions were made when budget cuts have been made in the past.  In order to get Policy Council input on this topic, a brainstorming session was held to generate ideas to be used for potential future budget cuts.  The session resulted in a list of possible products to drop and ways to minimize inefficiencies.  These included cutting GME, industry detail, quota sample, preliminary closings, and areas.
· Women worker production has been reinstated by Congress; the collection of women workers will resume in July, 2006.  The AEPP production schedule has been pushed back by 6 months.
· Changes were made to the estimation methodology to capture the effects of Hurricane Katrina.  These changes were made quickly while keeping the data users well informed of our intent and schedule.  A presentation and discussion evaluated how well the revised procedures worked.
· 2-year plan #3.  Increase and improve availability of seasonally adjusted data:  Statewide levels and non-changing MSAs seasonally adjusted series will be uploaded to Stateweb1 for state and region review.
· 2-year plan #1.  Quality of Macro-estimates:  Sample reallocation has resulted in many states losing a small amount of sample, and a few gaining a substantial amount.  The reduction in any State was capped at 20%.

· CES is exploring the possibility of conducting regular supplements.  States are asked to provide research ideas.  The first supplement will be on temporary help workers.
· ACES has completed most work needed for the women worker collection restoration.
· State and MSA simulated benchmarked series were created with replacement and wedging techniques.  States are to review and provide feedback in the next 6 weeks.  This data was provided on CDs and distributed.
· An update to research on use of Statewide nonfarm employment control totals was presented.  A proposal will be drafted by Larry Huff on state control totals testing in a production environment.

· Historical identification and remedies of series breaks:  BLS needs the state analysts to indicate if series breaks are economic or non-economic events.  The series are available on the State and Area Intranet.

· The p-percent rule is a BLS standard for identifying cells to suppress.  Specifications have been made for ACES.

· The master file will be updated weekly, and a break-out session or other type of training will be available at the State conference on how to use it effectively.

· The scope of the NAICS 2007 revisions is small, affecting only manufacturing, information, and professional and business services.
· BLS presented a CES data collection overview that included total response rates and data item response rates.  The overview presented trends before and after the start of collection of the new AEPP data elements.

PRIORITY ACTION ITEMS

· The Policy Council is asked to provide feedback on the benchmark methodology research for presentation in June at the State conference.  Please look at the10 worst wedged series in the next 6 weeks and let Kirk Mueller and Ken Shipp know why they are inappropriate.

· The Policy Council will ask their States to contribute ideas on supplement topics in the next 2 months.

· Policy Council members are asked to consult with their States on providing feedback on where to decrease inefficiencies of estimate production by July.  These will be presented at the July WIC meeting.

· ALL STATES:  A link for the seasonally adjusted MSAs will be available on Stateweb1 for the States to review and offer feedback within 6 months of availability.  

· Larry Huff will draft a proposal on the testing and implementation of State control totals.

The next policy council is July 18-20 in Chicago, IL.

