QCEW Policy Council Meeting

February 19, 2009, WebEx
States @ 12:30 p.m. ET, BLS @ 1:00
1. Redesign Team Reports
· Input Team
· Distributed a spreadsheet of proposed new and revised data elements to the Policy Council.  They would especially like a decision soon regarding any of the proposed changes that affect State UI extracts to facilitate work on developing a format and guidelines for this process.  Although extract changes are not mandated for the redesigned system, this information should be helpful to States already planning to make changes to their extracts.  Policy Council members were requested to provide any comments by February 24.
· Process Team
· The subcommittees are working on requirements.  They are close to submitting a proposal on scoring.  They continue to work on more edit requirements.  Their first group of edit changes was approved by the Oversight Team on February 11, approved and forwarded to the Utah developers.
· The Administrative Functions and Tools, Coding and Business ID, and Deliverables Subcommittees will be holding face-to-face meetings in Washington, DC during the week of March 2.  The Predecessor/Successor and Multis Subcommittee will be meeting in Chicago (including EDI staff) during the week of March 9.
· Data Products Team
· Planning to soon provide requirements for an industry cluster calculator for review and approval by the Oversight Team.
· Updating requirements for a non-economic adjustment feature to incorporate comments from the program manager.

· Drafting requirements for seasonal adjustment.
· Investigating the use of reimbursable type of coverage as an optional proxy for nonprofit status.
· Development Team (Utah)
· Released the second iteration for testing by several volunteer States.  It contains about a half-dozen screens with fake data for review.  It is a self-contained release and no server is needed.  So far, feedback has been received from three States.
· Working on the third iteration, which will contain more screens and processing.  During this iteration, Utah is also performing some initial groundwork for edit handling.  More specifically, staff are investigating how they can optimize procedures/processing to make the edits perform as fast as possible.
· In response to questions about the availability of iteration releases and testing feedback, this information is planned to be posted on the Redesign project webpage.
· Implementation Team
· Plan to strategize on direction and tasks for the team.  A chief, more immediate topic seems to be UI extracts.  It was also mentioned that training will be a significant topic for this team.
2. Redesign Monthly and/or Quarterly Status Reporting
· Monthly status reports are currently submitted by the Redesign teams, compiled by the project coordinator, and distributed.  The compiled report is provided via e-mail to the Policy Council, Oversight Team, and Redesign team co-chairs.  It is also posted on the Redesign project webpage.  
· A question was raised about the need for quarterly reports for the QCEW community and the WIC.  A WIC meeting is planned for early March.  Rick and Rena will discuss what is needed in this area.  Some items mentioned were a summary report, a budget plan, and a project plan.
3. Redesign Test States

· A letter was sent out to all States soliciting their participation in testing the redesigned State system.  17 States volunteered.  They covered the various areas of size of State, system option (in-State or central), current system (EXPO or WIN), and Policy Council/non-Policy Council.  A decision is still pending on which States will be selected to participate and receive funding.
· It was confirmed that States do not need a server for the early stages of testing.
4. Status of Nondisclosure
· A memo was issued describing how states can send files to BLS to insure that selected cells that they suppress will also be suppressed in BLS publications.  This is in response to a WIC request for this feature. 
5. Annual BED
· BLS plans to begin publishing Annual BED data in May for national industry supersectors and State totals.  The release will include data on job openings, closings, expansions, and contractions.  Over-the-year change from March to March will be highlighted in the press release with additional periods being available on the website (e.g., June to June).
· Release of these data is in response to user requests, as the annualized BED data present a more accurate picture than just summing the quarters. Also these series will be comparable with similar data available internationally.

6. MOU for Use of QCEW in CPS Redesign
· A data sharing agreement is needed to use QCEW data in the post-2010 Census redesign of the CPS.  QCEW data will be helpful to improve the efficiency of stratification for non-self-representing primary sampling units (NSR PSUs).  BLS plans to share the data for States that have already given approval for cases like this and will work to get approval from the other States.
7. Face-to-Face Meeting
· Awaiting BLS front office approval to hold a Policy Council meeting in Washington, DC in late April or early May.
8. State Staffing Issues

· Rick plans to work with OFO to compile information on which States have staffing/budget issues such as hiring freezes and furloughs to help in understanding data quality issues that arise and providing guidance.
9. Next WebEx Meeting
· The next Policy Council WebEx meeting is planned for March 19th beginning at 12:30pm ET for States and 1:00 for BLS.
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