OES Policy Council Meeting – January 25 – January 26, 2011
San Francisco Regional Office – San Francisco, CA
The OES Policy Council welcomed Betty McGrath from North Carolina to its membership.  The Policy Council discussed State problems with staffing, SPAM.NET testing, BLS involvement with EDS, the pre-notification mailing for the upcoming panel, the OES strategic plan, State and BLS green jobs surveys, changes to OES sampling procedures, workload changes resulting from S-memos and State training needs. The group reached the following action items or decisions.  Items with possible special interest to the WIC are indicated with an “*”.
1. Action items from the previous meeting
a. OFO completed their survey of States about the payroll or human resources management system the State governments use.  States use a number of different systems.  Mike Strople will distribute the findings to the Policy Council.
b. BLS will research altering the publication criteria for State government estimates that are collected under implied consent.
c. George Stamas will investigate documentation on the OES policy on personally identifiable information.  If such documentation does not exist, BLS will create and distribute a policy.  
d. Some users have experienced problems with the security certificates necessary for accessing BLS e-mail accounts.  Initial investigations did not resolve the issue, so OFO will examine the issue further.
2. State Report
a. Mike Strople will follow-up to see if the discussed enhancement for SPAM.NET that would add the IDCF number to the address label was implemented as planned.
b. The Policy Council agreed to hold a Policy Council conference call four to six weeks prior to scheduled Policy Council meetings, in order to prepare for the upcoming topics of discussion.
3. Program Updates
a. Since the last Policy Council meeting, a workgroup of State and BLS employees was formed to examine the proposal for imputing certain industries at the six-digit NAICS level.  Laurie Salmon will produce and distribute to the Policy Council a draft document describing the workgroup’s suggestions regarding the industries which would benefit from imputation at the six-digit level; Laurie will also distribute the figures calculated by BLS that were used to inform those suggestions.
4. *EDS Support
a. EDS has been installed in the Atlanta and Philadelphia Regional Offices. 
b. BLS will review previous State-submitted reports detailing the ways that EDS benefits OES production activities and distribute them to the Policy Council.
c. *In order to provide data users with more consistently available occupational data for industries by State, BLS will prepare a position paper for publishing State-Sector level estimates for all States as a uniform product.
5. Pre-notification mailing
a. The Policy Council recommended that BLS offer States a pre-notification mailing for the May panel.  States who do not wish to participate in the mailing may opt out.  Given the benefits of the pre-notification both as an address refinement and notification tool, it was recommended that BLS mail the pre-notification earlierthan in the last panel targeting, April 4-6th.
6. *SPAM.NET
a. Mike Strople explained the communication process for SPAM.NET development.  The Office of Field Operations is working closely with systems development staff to ensure State feedback is being addressed.  The communications are routed through the regional offices; however, there will be some back and forth between different BLS offices with regional office and potentially state offices. The majority of issues submitted result in updates to system code, which is performed in DC..
b. The Policy Council was concerned with the lack of large States participating in SPAM.NET testing, so Tom Stassi volunteered to have California participate,  testing using a server environment.
7. *Green Activities
a. BLS said that they would like to implement contract mods or AAMC to fund States to collect additional OES sample with the May panel to support the occupational estimates for the BLS Green Goods and Services survey.  Expected sample sizes were distributed to give States an idea of the size of the work.  Any green sample collection required for the November panel would be covered in the next LMI CA.
8. State Operation Review
a. To facilitate discussions on improving State operations, Mike Strople will bring the list of topics covered by the State Operations Review (SOR), as well as a report based on SOR data (similar to the report from last April’s meeting), to the next Policy Council meeting.
9. Sampling Changes
a. BLS has been discussing altering the way in which local government establishments are sampled for OES.  George Stamas will distribute the position paper produced by the BLS Statistical Methods staff to the Policy Council for further discussion.
10. *Review of S-memo workload increases
a. George Stamas will add information on workload impact, degree of contentiousness, and whether or not the content was discussed by the Policy Council to the list of recent OES S-memos to be presented to the Workforce Information Council.  The Policy Council agreed that if there was an increase in workload it was inconsequential.
11. Technical Issues and Training Needs
a. OFO will organize advanced SPAM and SOC training courses. 
b. OFO will provide PowerPoint slides to the attendees of their WebEx training sessions prior to the session being held.
c. BLS will draft a suggested procedure for state archiving of email attachments submitted through the IDCF.  These attachments or creating storage issues for some states.
Schedule for upcoming OES Policy Council meetings
	Date
	Suggested locations

	April 12-13
	Philadelphia, Boston, or Dallas

	September 20-21
	Washington, DC


