OES Policy Council; Reno, Nevada; December 14-15, 2004

The Policy Council welcomed new members Mark Barcellini (KS), Sylvia Conlin (NY), Bill Dobson (FL), and Keith Ewald (OH), and Mike Soloy (BLS).  Meeting time was spent (1) recapping past Policy Council activities for the new members (2) Discussing the current situation for OES; the program has been going through a period of big changes and (3) Identifying areas of where the program might find efficiencies.

The Policy Council heard reports on Spam Enhancements, E-mail Collection, Management Occupation Collection Test, other form changes, and the status of the new printer contract.  An EDS maintenance/training update was also provided, including an update on the Estimate Review Module being constructed by North Carolina with AAMC funding from BLS.  The group also talked about the activities of the Pilot Response Campaign Team (PCRT), a Commissioner’s Management Initiative Marketing Board team. We discussed what the Council’s role should be in relation to that team.

After a recap of Policy Council presentations to the WIC, held in DC December 9th, the Council focused on the short-term need to stabilize operations of the OES program.  As part of its short-term plan, the Council formed 3 ad hoc working groups to review practices and look for efficiencies: Address refinement (especially use of Melissa Data); the role of telephone collection in OES for nonresponse prompting and data collection; and occupation coding.  These groups were charges with developing plans of action in each of these areas.

Action items:

1. The council authorized Bob Murdock (NV) to contract up to $89,000 to continue support for EDS after June 30, 2005.  The Projections Managing Partnership will then provide funding for EDS.

2. George will provide the council with PCRT charter and minutes and the Council will attempt to schedule a conference call between members of both groups.

3. George will contact other BLS Policy Council Co-chairs to see if they have communications issues in their programs and how they are dealing with them.

4. Due dates for future SPAM enhancement and Forms suggestions will be posted on the OES processing calendar.

5. Response rate wording in the LMI_CA will be adjusted to a minimum of 70 % of units in each area.  This will be reviewed before the next 2007 CA.  The statewide requirements will be unchanged.

6. George will contact the BLS webmasters to see if links to state products can be posted on the BLS web page or the BLS Stateweb.

7. Work groups will develop plans of action and provide them to the Policy Council members for review.  The Address refinement group will have plans available by mid-January; others will distribute workplans to the PC for comment by mid-February.
8. OES Policy Council co-chairs will update members on the status of BLS’s payroll software project and how the council, or individual states, can provide input/involvement.  It was reported that BLS is revisiting the project.
Meetings for the next calendar year and proposed locations:

April 12-13, 2005—New Orleans, LA

August 16-17—Seattle, WA

November 15-16—DC area, possibly Alexandria, VA.

