OES Policy Council Meeting Executive Summary
June 8-9, 2004

Charleston, South Carolina
In addition to reports from its six work groups, among other topics the Policy Council discussed procedures for BLS to request information from States, goals for OES, sample design, timing of mailing intervals, publication of wages updated through EDS, OES and CIPSEA, EDS support, and implied consent for state and local government.
Tom Gallagher reported from the state meeting that several states are working under challenging circumstances.  Recent cuts and turnover have left states short of trained staff.  They requested that regional office be open to coming to states to conduct training between offerings of overview courses.   

In a discussion on program goals, the sentiment was that it was not time to consider longer-range goals but rather to assess where the program stands and how to make it function more smoothly.   Included among State concerns were staff turnover and a possible connection with semi-annual collection and work associated with overlapping panels.  They feel resource short and that even if they meet their deliverables, quality could be falling.
The following action items came out of the meeting. 
1. S-memos will be prepared providing procedures for email data collection, OES forms suggestions, and the mangers placement test. 

2. Tom Gallagher and George Stamas will talk to Bob Murdock about status of expiring ETA funds. 
3. Pat Arnold will assemble a team to develop a ‘showcase’ for products that use OES data.  He will contact states that did not respond to his products and customer needs survey, and will allow other states to provide updated responses.
4. George Stamas and Tom Gallagher will draft procedures / guidelines on BLS requests for information from State LMI offices regarding OES.  

5. SMD will consider importance of area, industry and stability over time in sample redesign.  

6. BLS will issue an S-memo on proper use of BLS postage funds.  
7. To aid in deciding whether changes are warranted in the timing of the OES Survey mailings, BLS will develop wording for Regional Offices to send state LMI directors and OES supervisors requesting their impressions on the timing of the OES mailings and to obtaining on daily response numbers from states that have them available.  
8. The next Policy Council meeting will have a discussion on line items in the OES summary budget report.  

9. Tom Gallagher will contact with Olaf Bjorklund regarding available funds for EDS. 
10. BLS will move ahead with implied consent for State government.  George Stamas and John Pinkos will write a request to States for references to laws placing State government employee occupation and wage information in the public domain. 
For more information, see the detailed minutes of the meeting or contact an OES Policy Council member.

