OES Policy Council - Executive Committee

Summary of Decisions and Action Items from July 27-28, 1999 Meeting

1.  OES Policy Council charter

Substantial revisions--including formalization of the previous decision to subdivide the group into separate Executive and Technical Committees--were approved.  [Note:  the revised charter will be sent out separately by Mary Ann Regan.]

2.  Annual collection of certainty units

·
28 States (26 plus Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands) will begin the 4-year transition to annual collection of all certainty units by collecting an additional 25% of such units in the 1999 survey year.  In 2000, they will collect an additional 50% of such units, and so on, for a complete transition over four years.

·
ETA, in its 1999 grants, funded the expansion in certainty unit collection for all States, not just the 28 participating.  The Executive Committee will ask Jim Vollman to recoup the funds from non-participating States and provide it to the Policy Council for research and systems development.  [Note:  the discussion with ETA took place 8/2.  ETA send out a memo to the regional ETA offices 8/4 explaining that States were not entitled to the certainty unit funding unless they signed up to begin in 1999.  These States should put the collection of certainty units in their work plans and will be entitled to the funding as explained in the LMI One Stop Grant instructions.]

·
The remaining (non-28) States are encouraged to voluntarily begin the transition in survey year 2000.  ETA will fund these States, as well as the second year for the first 28 States.

·
If the BLS fiscal year 2001 budget request for funding (among other things) annual collection of certainty units is approved, all States that have not yet begun the certainty unit transition will be required to begin for survey year 2001.  The Executive Committee will determine the number of survey years to be allowed for the transition.  

3.  System to do flexible outputs and entry level wage

·
A one-time use system for 98 data, to be available late 1999, is being developed by North Carolina.

·
The system will allow users to select any percentile range and calculate the mean and median.

·
One of the statistics calculated by the system--the ALC level 1 wage, i.e., the mean of the first third--will be the default entry level wage (though the "entry level" label won't be used).  The Executive Committee rejected a proposal for variable entry level wages.

4.  Aging (now called "updating") research and development

·
Substantial revisions to the proposed NORC statement of work were approved.  The NORC evaluation and research covers two types of updating:  (1) the BLS process of updating of 96 and 97 data for the purpose of combining with 98 data to produce 98 estimates; (2) a new process of updating of 98 estimates by one year so States can provide the latest "1999" data to their users.  [NOTE:  the revised NORC proposal will be sent out separately by George Putnam.]

·
NORC is being asked to finish the type (2) updating work and provide software specifications for an implementing system by October 31.  North Carolina will build the functionality into the system ((referenced in 3. above).  

5.  Executive Committee administration

·
The State bloc of the Executive Committee will decide whether to fund the travel of a note taker for future meetings

·
The next Executive Committee meeting will be the week of October 18.

6.  Survey year 1999 OES Systems Plans

·
SPAM 2000 will be released by BLS by July 20, 2000.  It will: feature expanded micro edits; assimilate EDS 420/430 functions; assimilate current ad hoc national and regional office validation checks; be operated by the States.

·
The SAS model will:  be run by BLS; generate the combined master files and ALC estimates; generate cross-industry and 2 and 3-digit SIC estimates for MSAs, States, and nation.

·
The new Estimation-Table Production System will:  be developed by a contractor funded by ETA; take either the master files or cross-industry, or 2 and 3-digit SIC estimates from the SAS model and generate publication tables, ALMIS files, micro-matrix inputs, etc.; incorporate the functionality mentioned in the one time 1999 system described above in 3; include functionality to support development by States of estimates for alternative geographies, e.g., counties.

·
A new systems subgroup was formed to define requirements for the new Estimation-Table Production System.

7.  Year round collection

·
BLS has requested funding for fiscal year 2001 to support quarterly collection.  During the meeting, BLS sketched out general plans for a survey year 2000 test of semi-annual collection in which 5-10 volunteer states would receive half of their sample for April-June, and the other half for October-December collection.  The test would provide guidance for phased implementation beginning in survey year 2001 if the BLS budget request is funded.  State reactions were (1) supporting systems, especially for survey management and automated forms generation, need to be in place for the test; and (2) volunteer States will need their additional workload funded during the test.

·
BLS will flesh out the proposal, addressing the two State issues above, for discussion at the next Executive Committee meeting.

8.  BLS Central Office Collection (COC) issues

·
BLS OFO will be asked to present a review of the 1998 survey year COC process at the next meeting.  

·
For the 1999 survey year COC process, a date should be established by which Regions and States will decide what to do with not-yet collected schedules.  Options are:  (1) the Region keeps trying; or (2) the schedule is turned over for collection by the State.

