OES Policy Council Meeting – June 7 – June 8, 2011

Philadelphia Regional Office – Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The OES Policy Council welcomed Dave Byun from the National Office to its membership. The Policy Council discussed disclosure breaches, EDS funding, SPAM.net testing, point and interval estimation, Green Jobs surveys, LMI Cooperative Agreement funding formula, WIC planning document, research priorities, and technical issues and training needs. The group reached the following action items or decisions. Items with possible interest to the WIC are indicated with an “*”. 
1. Action items from previous meeting

a. Mike Strople will distribute the completed OFO survey of States about payroll or human resources management systems used by the States governments. 

b. BLS has not completed research or decided to alter publication criteria for State government estimates collected under implied consent.
c. George started to investigate BLS policy on personally identifiable information, but has to look into this further. Mike Strople will look into how long BLS maintains State email and determine if it is retrievable in some sort of logical way and what requirements are necessary for requesting retrieval. Carrie will check with IDCF (Internet Data Collection Facility) to see their procedures.

2. State Report
a. States expressed some frustration with SPAM.net problems in conjunction with accelerated collection. One solution was to more effectively communicate the problems states were encountering, including posting known issues on Stateweb and updating it  daily. 
b.  Mike Strople will look into providing a list of changes or summaries of S-memos to the LMI directors as a potential way to effectively communicate in light of issues with States dealing with turnover issues. 
c. PC States will see if BAM (Benefits Accuracy Measurement)  uses OES in their audits and report back. 

3. Program Updates

a. Carrie will provide a response rate analysis including looks at size of MSA and size of establishment using data through the November 2010 panel. 
b. Laurie will consolidate the suggestions from the Policy Council on available feedback from state customers and send it to the PC for possible additions.
c. Laurie will send the proposed May 2011 estimates processing schedule to PC states along with a written description of the steps. 
d. Laurie will send a comparison of point data and interval data estimates to the PC.

e. George will contact National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) for more information on programs they use autocoding for occupation. 
4. Disclosure Breach in publication

a. The PC discussed sources of the breach including misunderstanding of the files and documentation; hand off of files to others for publication who did not understand the procedures; and errors by users of EDS in preparing publication tables.

b. BLS proposes to send fewer versions of the estimates files to states if the PC agrees with a streamlined review procedure.  
5. *EDS Update
a. A move to BLS as the sponsor remains uncertain. George will make revisions in the EDS proposal draft and share with PC with the intention of sending to Dixie Sommers. 

b. BLS will also have a discussion with OTSP (the BLS office of technology) about BLS approved standard software and how that could affect this proposal.  
6. SPAM.Net Implementation

a. Mike Strople asked for State volunteers by June 17th, 2011 for further testing of the dot net system.  
7. Green Jobs

a. Carrie said the Green Goods and Services (GGS) survey is underway.  Research for the Green Technology and Practices (GTP) survey is almost complete.  GTP should be in the field in August or September 2011. Summer 2012 is anticipated publishing date of the GTP survey results. George welcomed any suggestions for green jobs- related special topic surveys.

8. *LMI Cooperative Agreement funding formula
a. George will provide a table showing the funds and share of allocated funds going to the 1.33 base positions over time. 

9. Research Priorities
a. After discussing a list of research topics discussed within BLS, George asked the PC if there were other topics to consider.  Three were discussed.

i. Converting the current system to a time-series without additional resources. 

ii. Development of a product to release between annual estimates.  This might be more limited and depend to some extent on modeling.
iii. Research graphics capability to improve OES products. (New maps were added to the profile pages and highlights were mentioned.) 
10. Technical Issues and Training Needs

a. SOC course will be held June 28-29 in Sacramento and another is tentatively scheduled for mid-August or September in Chicago.  BLS SOC staff is also working on computer based training.
b. EDS and advanced SPAM training were suggested by the PC. 
c. There is an OES Systems training course in Sacramento June 21-23.
11. S-memos from 2011

a. George asked PC States to review the FY 2011 OES S-memos sent since the last meeting (S-11-05, S-11-06, S-11-7, S-11-08) let him know if they agreed with the workload impact assessment.  He would like to hear from all States by next week. 

Schedule for upcoming OES Policy Council Meeting

· September 20-21 in Washington, DC

