OES Policy Council Meeting – September 20 – September 21, 2011

Postal Square Building – Washington, DC
The OES Policy Council said goodbye to Bob Cottrell, who is retiring at the end of the month, and Darragh Huggins (NV), who will be finishing her term. The Policy Council discussed EDS updates, SPAM.net implementation, redefining balance of state areas, long time investments and AAMCs, LMI cooperative agreement funding formula, research priorities, green jobs, and technical and training needs. The group reached the following action items or decisions. Items with possible interest to the WIC are indicated with an “*”. 
1. Action items from previous meeting
a. George Stamas will summarize BLS policy on personally identifiable information and email to the Policy Council next week.

b. Carrie Jones will provide the response rate analysis on establishment size and MSA for the November panel next week.

2. State Report
a. Tom Gallagher will write an OES Newsletter piece on the Department of Education’s new rules on gainful employment and spreading awareness of the potential use of OES data.
b. Naomi Haynes will send issues regarding the ALMIS database formatting sent by Alaska to bill.stambaugh@ncesc.gov  and pat.a.young@ncesc.gov.
3. Program Updates
a. Mike Strople will send a list of NAICS that are out of scope for the GGS survey to the states and there will be communication on how to handle possible duplicates and over reporters from the GGS and OES surveys. 

4. *EDS Update
a. States should send Tom Price volunteers to test EDS as well as comments for the alternate employment calculation method to for estimating  user defined areas.  Tom would like to know if anyone uses the alternate method. 
b. With the help of Tom Price, each region will identify EDS experts who may be willing to train others  and coordinate with WIC on the possibility of providing training. 
c. George Stamas will add an appendix on issues discussed by the Policy Council to the EDS proposal draft, which will be submitted to the WIC before April, 2012.
5. SPAM.net implementation
a. Mike Strople is asking the States to continue to report issues to regional offices and clarified that bugs should be sent separately for more prompt action and not as enhancements. 
b. Melinda Kaufman will update the date on the known issues excel file on Stateweb as new issues are added. 
c. Carrie Jones asked for state volunteers to help prioritize rankings of SPAM enhancements. Names of volunteers should be sent to oesenhance@bls.gov by October 7, 2011. 
6. *Balance of State Areas
a. Policy Council members will report to the national office on how Balance of State areas were handled previously when MSA definitions were changed.

7. OneTime Investments and AAMCs
a. Some requests to fund projects were sent to and approved by the commissioner’s office: a proposed project that would measure the time and costs involved in coding full COC files; a response analysis survey; a prototype in portrait form for forms, with some collecting point data; testing tailored collection; and working with payroll vendors to create OES specific reports. 
8. *LMI Cooperative Agreement Funding Formula
a. George Stamas will add to the information on funding and the share of base funding  to the Policy Council at the January, 2012 meeting. 
9. Research Priorities
a. Several research priorities were considered including time series, point level data use to estimate high level wages, more current products potentially using EDS, and more applied research highlighting regional estimates/trends. 
10. Green Jobs
a. Carrie Jones reported that the Green Technology and Products (GTP) survey was sent out and she is  encouraged by the web responses received so far. The Green Goods and Services (GGS) survey will estimate employment comparing population doing green jobs and those not doing green jobs. 
b. New York State published the results of its green jobs survey.  Kevin Hannel will email the website urls to Policy Council members.  Also, the Northeast Consortium had a webinar on their findings coming up shortly.
11. Technical and Training Needs
a. SOC training will be held the week of September 26, 2011 in Chicago, IL. 
Schedule for upcoming OES Policy Council Meetings

· January 24 – 25, 2012 in San Francisco, CA (with a second choice of Dallas)

· April 17 – 18, 2012 in Denver, CO
· September 11 – 12, 2012 in Washington, DC
