OES Policy Council Meeting – September 22-23, 2009

At  Bureau of Labor Statistics in the Postal Square Building.
The OES Policy Council met September 22 and 23 in Washington, D.C. at the Postal Square Building.  Mike Polzella (CT) attended as a guest to facilitate his transition as an incoming, returning member.  Jeff Green (WV) will join the Council October 1. Delores Hall (AR), Rick Ricker (NH), and Randy Murphy (PA) have stepped down and the other members thank them for their service.  

Action Items:

1. Data on what methods help generate responses:
a. Carrie Jones will write up proposal for capturing the “initiation method” – the type of contact that generated a response (as opposed to the eventual collection method) and ask for feedback.  If positive feedback is received, the initiation method will be added to SPAM.

b. Laurie Salmon will provide the data on collection mode and datestamp to the Policy Council
2. Printer contracts

a. When States are told by a respondent that they never received a form, States should record the NAICS, area and size (structured vs. unstructured) of the establishment and report it to their Regional office
3. Split-panel test for pre-notification letter 

a. Carrie Jones will send an electronic copy of submittal method poster to the Policy Council

4. Confidentiality Guidelines

a. George Stamas will get clarification on whether sample counts are considered confidential from the Disclosure Review Board.  States should not publish sample counts until that clarification is received.

b. George Stamas will also see if the DRB can clarify whether it is acceptable to confirm that a specific unit within a multi-unit establishment has responded to a member of another unit within that multi-unit.

5. Weblite 3.0

a. Carrie Jones will provide screenshots of the process for submitting with weblite 3.0 to states to aid states in helping respondents in use the site

6. Dates for 2010 PC meetings:

a. 1st meeting: January 26-27 (New Orleans, LA, San Diego, CA?)

b. 2nd Meeting:  April 27-28 (DC, Hartford, CT, Albuquerque, NM, Providence, RI?)
c. 3rd Meeting: Two dates within September 21-23 (Denver, CO, Hartford, CT, DC, or Buffalo, NY?)
7. OES / NCS integration

a. George Stamas will distribute the full integration report to the Policy Council

8. Certainty unit redistribution / “ABC” sampling

a. Marie Stetser will investigate the option of replacing duplicate non-certainty units with matched units from a different ‘section’ of the sample

9. Substitute Teachers and the SOC

a. George Stamas  will contact NCES to get explanation of reporting requirements for schools

10. OES as a time series

a. George Stamas will provide the paper on wage updating from the design of the original OES wage survey
11. Removing overlap in data collection

a. State members should research what activities can  be performed by lightly trained staff that would significantly speed up collection activities and provide any conclusions to the Policy Council

12. Breakthroughs in Imputation

a. Laurie Salmon will ask the Policy Council for opinions on the proposed solutions
13. Green jobs

a. Randy Murphy will share information from the Pennsylvania green jobs study 

14. Casino sampling

a. Indian tribe-owned casinos should be sampled alongside private casinos.
15. OES-RAS

a. Carrie Jones will distribute the RAS she designed previously, members will review the RAS as baseline for future survey

16. Time/task study

a. Frank Waligorski will send the State Operations Review forms to the Policy Council for review

b. Laurie Salmon will provide the Policy Council with additional tables on response rate by month and state, including the average over the last six panels and pending units

17. Low-cost data reporting

a. Carrie Jones will provide the Policy Council with a blurb regarding Weblite 3.0, and materials submitted previously by states regarding ‘easy sheets’
18. Agenda for January meeting

a. Reducing overlap

b. Certification for state staff members

i. Intensive SPAM training

ii. SOR data on length of service, skills and training history

iii. Timeline from May meeting

c. Low-cost data reporting

i. Weblite

ii. Easy sheets

d. RAS Planning

e. Green jobs updates

