LAUS/MLS POLICY COUNCIL

KEY POINTS FROM THE AUGUST 23-25, 2011 MEETING
The LAUS/MLS Policy Council (LPC) met in Chicago, Illinois on August 23-25, 2011.

Sandi Mason served as Federal Co-chair along with Brian Baker as State Co-chair.

The state roundtable issues focused on:

· Concerns about the CES finalization of State estimates and their impact on LAUS estimation.  See discussion below.

· A few states from different regions expressed concerns about the Smoothed Seasonally Adjusted (SSA) series being too smooth in their states.
· LAUSOne implementation plans.  See discussion below.
Sandi provided comments on the FY 2012 BLS budget.  At this time there has not been any word on departmental budgeting.  BLS received some FY 2011 de-obligated funds and were able to re-direct some monies into Additional Activity to Maintain Currency (AAMC) projects.  States are reminded to keep in mind LAUS/MLS research projects for any FY 2012 year-end de-obligations.
Brian provided a short briefing on current WIC activities.  Sandi also mentioned that the WIC continues to be interested in 12-month moving average data from the CPS.  The WIC members have requested that all of the individual state tables be available on Employment Situation Friday.  After much discussion, the LPC members all recommended that the each state receive their state data only on Employment Situation Friday and the all-states release be the same date as the Regional and State news release.  The final format of the report was discussed and will be finalized soon.  In addition, the Notes on Using Current Population Survey (CPS) Subnational Data webpage was recently updated.  BLS will provide the write-up in PDF format for state use.
MLS Topic Discussions
Pat Carey provided an update on MLS activities:

· Pat provided some interesting charts of MLS initial claims over time.  Overall, MLS initial claims levels have returned to pre-recession levels.

· The percentage difference in MLS initial claims versus the ETA counts have been improving over time.  Note that the percentage difference should be very small.
· An updated version of WinMLS is scheduled to be released in January 2012.

· Chapters 1-6 of the MLS program manual have been released and the remaining chapters are targeted to be released this fall.

· A MLS Overview course is being held in Chicago during September.

Jim Esposito reviewed potential changes to Economic Reasons or additional guidance to be issued on events relating to layoffs in government-funded activities.  

Rich Reinhold provided a preliminary research report entitled Post-Layoff Employment and Earnings Status of Illinois Workers Displaced During the Recession.    

Roseanne Elcenko provided research results on New Jersey Local Government cuts.  Overall, the most layoffs occurred in third quarter 2010. Employer contact found that most of the work was taken over by outside contractors, largely work relating to bus drivers and cafeteria workers.

Jim provided additional research findings on Layoff Event Signatures.   Layoff signatures refer to characteristics of observed layoff-relevant data that useful in distinguishing between different classes of events and among different types of events.

Pat provided a status update on the Longitudinal Tracking System (LTS).  The contractor will be fixing the industry of layoff to industry reemployment report.  Future changes include NAICS 2012 updates and allowing the loading of the all claims data.
Pat talked about the MLS Systems Redesign.  The transition of the National System to Oracle is scheduled to end in December 2012.  The State System redesign is scheduled to start this fall.  It was the opinion of several members that the masking of SSNs and the development of a server-based system be considered a priority in the initial version.
Pat indicated that MLS will implement NAICS 2012 in late January, after the 4th quarter transmissions.  BLS will be working on converting historical data and will have to make decide how to convert the NAICS 2012 split codes

Chip Irby provided an update on PROMIS:

· System updates.

· The AAMC reports are not very informative – very general.  Need to come up with a better standardized reporting format.

· Would it be possible to mandate PROMIS use in 2013 or 2014 Cooperative Agreement?  The LPC continues to support the universal use of PROMIS.
LAUS Topic Discussions
Ken LeVasseur provided a handout on Administrative Uses of LAUS.  Overall, nine States have to create ASU data this year versus only three last year.

Chip and Ken led a discussion of LAUSOne.  LAUSOne is scheduled to be used for official estimation in September.  The LPC states reported on issues collected from States prior to the meeting:
· Save query button grayed out.  BLS is working on a custom sort option that can be saved and will also develop a user-supplied input file process for custom reporting.

· Historical data (handbook items back to 2000 and LAUS estimates back to 1990) will be loaded prior to use of LAUSOne for official use.

· When in production, LAUSOne should be available 24/7 except for system updating.  Note that the official estimates will be locked once the publication process starts.

· As is the current practice, Regional Offices can process states estimates if states are unable to complete the process due to unforeseen events (office closings, lack of internet connection, etc.).

· BLS will alert states about where to find out-of-states areas for reports.

· There is not a LAUSOne User Guide as LAUSOne utilizes extensive content sensitive help.

· BLS is turning much attention to the Annual Processing (AP) module of LAUSOne.  Testing is scheduled for December or January.  However, the introduction of AP processing using LAUSOne may be delayed until 2013 to allow for more testing and full implementation of all requested features.
Walter Sylva presented information on the current status of Seasonally Adjusted Metropolitan area data.  Dick Tiller then presented on the methods utilized in creating the seasonally adjusted data and monthly analysis of change tables.   Dick also presented information on Outlier identification.  BLS will be requesting that the annual model review conducted by states include comments on the metropolitan areas.

Walter provided information on initial plans for the use of ACS data in LAUS estimation.  Overall, BLS has identified issues with the various ACS released data (1 year, 3 year & 5 year releases) and has plans for multiple research projects.  States will be invited to participate in the research projects at a later date.  Overall, this project will span several years due to the extensive research needed prior to implementation.
Walter led a discussion of the CES Restructuring and its impact on LAUS estimation.  The CES estimates are now due in two “batches” .  The new CES process has generally caused a delay in the final approval of the state CES estimates, which led BLS to move the Statewide LAUS due date to noon on Friday.  Since the CES change, LAUS has experienced an increase in the number of states that missed the due date.  Issues included CES locking and unlocking estimates considered final, last minute corrections and new procedures with new staff.  As a result, national LAUS staff  have initiated frequent meetings with the national CES staff with a goal of relaying our LAUS needs.
Walter provided a handout on UI Law changes, extended benefits, and exhaustees as a reminder that UI Law changes should be reviewed to assess the potential impact on LAUS and MLS processing.
Brian provided an update on the Research Directors Survey of LAUS & MLS plans.  The email has been drafted and will be sent to the LPC for final review before sending out to the Research Directors.  The email will include the current list of LAUS & MLS short- and long-term projects.

The next meeting of the LPC is scheduled for the week of December 5th.

