LAUS/MLS POLICY COUNCIL

KEY POINTS FROM THE July 15-17, 2008 MEETING
The LAUS/MLS Policy Council met in Cleveland, Ohio on July 15-17, 2008.

The state roundtable issues focused on:

· Several states expressed comments on the Smooth Seasonally Adjusted estimates and were wanting to know its current status.

· Several states have heard about the MLS Longitudinal Tracking System (LTS) and wanted to know if they could use it in their state.

· Economic analysis state model training and an updated LAUS manual.

· Quite a few states expressed comments on what seemed to be an unusual movement in their May state models due to the impact of Real Time Benchmarking.

Sharon Brown provided a budget update.  The FY09 budget is still getting support, however, approval could be delayed due to the election.

Sharon stated that the MLS National Meeting will feature a LMI Director roundtable session on the first day and include both MLS and LAUS topics of interest.  The meeting will be held in San Antonio on September 23-25, 2008.

Bill Niblack provided a review of the recent WIC meeting.  Overall, the WIC meeting included discussions on the CES Sum of States issue, the current work on the new QCEW processing system, and the desire to restore the OES Balance of State estimates.

LAUS Topic Discussions:

Sandi Mason presented two draft memorandums on Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) and the Emergency Unemployment Compensation Act of 2008.  Both of these are being sent out to re-affirm the impacts of these two events on MLS and LAUS processing.  In addition, Sandi talked about the Mid-West Floods 2008 (PowerPoint) and their impact on MLS and LAUS.  The CPS collection response rates were reviewed for Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and Wisconsin.  Overall, their was no change in the responses rates for those states.
Ken LaVasseur talked about the recently completed benchmarking processing.  Overall, there was an improvement in data quality, reduced workload, few re-transmissions, and faster publication of the data.
Ken presented on the upcoming Areas of Substantial Unemployment (ASU) process.  The ASU due date is expected to be October 17.  It appears that the new census files will not be available this year.  Updates to the ASU software and input files are expected to sent out in mid-August.  For next year, the new special tabulation files from the Census Bureau will be reviewed and transmitted pending review issues.
Ken provided an update on LAUSOne, the new LAUS state and national processing system, slated for dual-processing testing in late 2009.  Ken mentioned that the implementation was delayed due to budget reductions and that the initial version may not include all planned enhancements.  Also, there are plans to create a small user group.  BLS is working on a group charter.

Dick Tiller presented information on the Smooth Seasonally Adjusted (SSA) estimates.  Dick is continuing his review of the volatility of the seasonally adjusted series due to real time monthly benchmarking.  In addition, Dick presented information on new CPS Standard Errors Measures that need to be updated within the monthly modeling process.   The overall impact to the state models are unknown at this time as their updating will involve considerable analysis.  Given their importance to the state models, Dick will begin work on his review and impact of the new CPS errors measures.  As such, the possible implementation date for the SSA estimates will be delayed for an unknown period of time, potentially until next year.
The Policy Council reviewed the current LAUS funding algorithm.  No changes were requested or recommended at this time.
Ken presented information on the 2010 Metropolitan Area update process.  Several small changes in the identification process will be implemented for the 2010 lists.

The Policy Council reviewed and voted on the LAUS Short-term / Long-term Project list.  Short-term projects are those expected to be completed by January 2010.  The short-term list included twelve items with the volatility of LAUS estimates (ability to explain to non-technical users), update of program manual and other documentation, and training being the top three.  There are five long-term projects, with Improving the state and substate area estimation, continued development of LAUSOne, and the re-issuance of the LAUS Time / Task Study after LAUSOne implementation being the top three long-term projects.
MLS Topic Discussions:

Pat Carey reported that a new version of WinMLS is expected to be released in early August.  This version will fix the hiring hall deletion problem.  In addition, a hiring hall stand-alone fix program will be made available at about the same time.  A future version, expected out in November, will address changes to the employer script, changed to the business function processing, and the inclusion of some business function reports.
Pat reported that the national office is working on improvements to the MLS Longitudinal Tracking System (LTS) user documentation and on distribution plans.  LTS requires SQL Server site licenses and at this time, BLS has no money for implementation.

Pat mentioned that the 3-day MLS Overview Training is being updated as is the MLS Program Manual.
Pat lead a discussion of the Managerial tables and trends that he has seen in some of the data.  It appears that some states are holding off making calls and entering the data into the WinMLS system until late in the quarter, which means that the preliminary monthly report from BLS has an unusually low number of extended events.  BLS will work with the regional offices to make sure states are aware of the reporting issue.
Pat provided an update on the status of the collection and reporting of Business Function / Business Process.  Overall, results have been favorable with the biggest issue being some missing Business Processes when the Business Function is listed.

Pat talked about the All Layoffs (was All-Claims) project.  Some states have large unexplained differences between the number of initial claims reported via MLS versus the number of claims reported to ETA.  A decision of how best to reconcile the differences is still unknown given the amount of potential workload that may be required to analyze the differences.

The MLS funding algorithm was reviewed.  Several comments were made regarding the initial claims counts included on the algorithm.  It was suggested that the report be drafted using MLS initial claims data as replacement for the ETA claims and that it also include potential event data.
Sharon informed the Policy Council of a WIC-originated Multiple Applications for Layoff Statistics proposal.  The proposal seeks to expand the reporting of MLS data to include software that may be used to analyze sectional and longitudinal analysis of job loss by claimant characteristic, including the collection of the job description of laid off workers.  Sharon mentioned that we already collect much of the data through the All Layoffs project and we are working to get the LTS system out for state use.  At this time, no other action on the proposal is planned.
Considerable time was spent reviewing and discussing the upcoming MLS National meeting.  The LMI Directors roundtable will include MLS and LAUS issues.

Sharon led a discussion of Short-term and Long-term MLS projects.  Overall, there are fourteen short-term and six long-term projects.  Training, MLS program manual and job-aids and the MLS funding algorithm were tops among the short-term projects while the development of a MLS time / task survey, WinMLS enhancements and a lower MLS trigger impact study / analysis were the most common among the long-term projects.
Next meetings

Late August – conference call


Late September – conference call


Early December – full meeting


January 2009 – possible LAUS National meeting


Late April 2009 – full meeting


July 2009 – full meeting

