LAUS/MLS POLICY COUNCIL

KEY POINTS FROM THE MAY 20, 2008 CONFERENCE CALL

The LAUS/MLS Policy Council (LPC) held a conference call on May 20, 2008.

The state roundtable issues focused on:

· Illinois indicated that the April model estimates were impacted by real-time benchmarking, which caused a decrease in the unemployment rate for Illinois (and Ohio).  Both states were expecting a slight rise.
· Rich also inquired about the status of Hiring Hall data for the MLS databases, the coding MLS events using QCEW parent or worksite NAICS codes, and the WinMLS Business Function reports.

· Several states have expresses interest in distributing various claims-based reports generated by PROMIS.  BLS has no issues and welcomes their use.

· California would like to get a filled-in copy of the model analysis reports that were presented at the last LAUS National meeting.  BLS will review what was used and get back to us.

Sharon Brown indicated that nothing new has been discussed regarding the FY09 BLS Budget.

MLS Topic Discussions:

The LPC reviewed the WIC MLS proposal entitled “Multiple Applications for Layoff Statistics”.  The proposal raised several questions that need to be addressed before the LPC can develop it into a possible proposal.  As such, Brian will contact Tom Gallagher to setup a small-group conference call to address our questions.

Pat Carey provided an update on MLS.  WinMLS version 2008.1.2 was released on April 29.  This release caused the deletion of Hiring Hall data for prior quarters so BLS is working on a process to get the information back into the state databases.  Pat indicated that Bob Cottrel has delivered the Longitudinal Tracking System (LTS) software to BLS.  BLS still needs to develop a deployment plan.  
Pat indicated that the collection and reporting of Business Function is proceeding pretty well, with only a handful of states having reporting issues.


LAUS Topic Discussions:

Sandi Mason reported that the Smooth Seasonally Adjusted (SSA) model estimates memo has been released to the states.  Per Sandi, BLS intends to release, for state review, monthly SSA data in close proximity to the delivery of the official monthly estimates.

Dick Tiller remarked that the historical SSA estimates were less smooth than the current estimates for some states.  Plus, Dick has been reviewing new CPS variance data, which is impacting his work on the historical SSA estimates, and could potentially impact any potential SSA implementation in January 2009.  The CPS variance data reflects the impacts of CPS redesign on sample variances.
Ken LaVasseur indicated that states will be doing an Area of Substantial Unemployment (ASU) search this year.  BLS has been working with the Census Bureau to obtain additional levels of data and to resolve the male / female addition rounding problem.  Ken estimates that BLS will be receiving about ten times more records than they did last year, so timing could be an issue in determining if the data will be available to states for the ASU search.
At this time, no additional conference calls are scheduled.  Plans are being discussed for a possible non-Washington meeting the week of July 14th.
