LAUS/MLS POLICY COUNCIL

KEY POINTS FROM THE March 18, 2009 Conference Call

The state roundtable issues focused on:

· Several states expressed concern over the effects of the benchmark revisions on the trends for the state models, especially the December – January change.

· Several state expressed concerns over the increased MLS workload.  One state mentioned about possible data quality issues due to the increased workload and the use of non-MLS staff to collect the data.

· It was suggested that states should review their Residency Assignment System error reports more frequently to help catch new zip codes.  Perhaps RAS could also be updated more frequently.  Also, it was suggested that states be trained to review their M01 files before uploading to EUSWEB.
· Several MLS Longitudinal Tracking System issues were mentioned.

Sharon Brown provided a budget update.  BLS now has a budget for this fiscal year.  As such, BLS is in the process of finalizing plans for several meetings / training sessions.
Topic Discussions:

Sandi Mason reviewed the completed annual processing of the model estimates.  Sandi mentioned the S-09-19 memo and discussed the impacts of benchmarking on the model estimates.

Dick Tiller provided statistical tables on the decomposition of the benchmark changes for each Policy Council state.  The tables will be prepared and presented to all states via a Tech memo.  Dick mentioned that the rapid economic change in the final months of 2008 presented challenges and exposed weakness in the current methods of state model benchmarking.  BLS is and will continue to explore potential shorter-term and long-term methodological changes.
Ken LeVasseur presented on the recent sub-national annual processing.  Overall, there have been fewer problems, fewer re-transmissions, and it appears better quality of sub-state data.  Ratio-adjusted data for previous years will be made available via QUBE about April 10.

Ken also presented on the LAUS administrative uses table updates due the recent Stimulus package.  Overall, LAUS data is being used to allocate well over 100 billion dollars.

Patrick Carey discussed the recently released employer contact reports and noted several areas of interest for states.  Overall, the results were positive, with only a few states needing additional clarification.  A new version of WINMLS is being released this week.

Pat also talked about LTS status reports and comments received by states.  
8 of the 9 AAMC states have attempted to load the system

7 of 8 have attempted to load data
5 of 7 have been looking at reports -- with some reporting strange results.

Two areas needing attention is user documentation including installation and report descriptions and the potential need for a programming change in LTS or WINMLS for events.

Action Items:
BLS would like the PC members to ask their states about the use of the Labor Underutilization tables.  Are they useful?  Are they being published or cited in releases?

Sharon is requesting states think about possible research projects should there be any de-obligated funds later this year.

The next policy council meeting is scheduled for April 26-29, 2009 in St. Louis.
