Executive Summary 

Current Employment Statistics Policy Council

Meeting held in Washington D.C. July 22-24, 2008

Members Absent: 
· Dave Dahlberg (CA) and Paulette Day (IA) {retired}

Major topics discussed:

· Administrative Issues / Charter / 2 & 10 Year Plan
· Proposal to rename CES series “Natural Resources and Mining” to “Mining and Logging”

· Data Collection Update and CES ON-Track Redesign
· CES Sum-of-State and National Issue
· Benchmark methods team update
· CES State Operations Manual
· ACESweb/CDB production system
Administrative Issues

The new state co-chair for the Policy Council is Brynn Keith (AK). Rebecca Rust is resigning from the Policy Council when her term expires in September.  The charter and the two and ten year plan were reviewed and updated.
Proposal to rename “Natural Resources and Mining” to “Mining and Logging”

The Policy Council discussed and tentatively endorsed – pending feedback from other states – a proposal to rename the CES title for industry series containing NAICS 1133 and 21 from “Natural Resources and Mining” to “Mining and Logging.”
Data Collection Update 

Julie Hatch gave an update on the project to improve response rates and data quality by converting TDE respondents to Web collection.  Also, the Policy Council discussed the status of the On-Track system redesign.  

CES National and Sum-of-States Issue 
Pat Getz summarized a presentation she gave at the July 2008 WIC meeting that discussed the CES National and Sum of States (SOS) issue and the history to date of the SOS issue.  Summarized state feedback was provided from all of the states review of the 3 years of estimates from the three estimators under consideration.  The Policy Council discussed the Sum-of-State issue, the State feedback from the estimator review, and the next steps in this research.
Benchmark methods team update

An update on the Benchmark methods team whose primary objective is to determine a wedge methodology was provided.  Other than a simple wedge, criteria examined to date are essentially replacement options.  The team will look at a super-sector wedge, with a raked replacement methodology at the lower levels.
CES State Operations Manual (SOM)
A new State Operations Manual is being developed.
ACESweb production system

Proof of concept testing for the new system and the Centralized Data Base (CDB) was completed in mid-May with positive results.  Another stress/load test will be done once all changes have been implemented and accepted.  Parallel testing will begin after the next load test and be finished by 1-15-2009.  All three proposed estimators are being programmed.  Work on the Benchmark module continues as well. In February 2009, mainframe ACES will no longer be utilized for estimation or registry/micro data processing (but will serve as a backup system).

