Executive Summary 
Current Employment Statistics Policy Council

Meeting held in Washington D.C. March 11-13th, 2008

Members Absent: Joe Winter (CO)

Major topics discussed:

· Administrative Issues

· Data collection update

· Review of Benchmark 2007/Looking forward to Benchmark 2008
· CES/QCEW Response Analysis Survey (RAS)

· Review of Estimation Team meeting

· WebACES and CDB update

Administrative Issues
The Policy Council is in need of a new state co-chair as Becky Rust’s term is expiring.
Data collection update
Julie Hatch discussed work her staff is doing on transitioning respondents away from TDE with an ultimate goal of completing eliminating TDE.  She also discussed the planned features of the new On-Track system that is in the beginning stages of development at the National Office.  The new data flow whereby States see the data that are in Edit Reconciliation (ER) was discussed.  There was general agreement that the States being able to see data in ER is a good thing.
Review of Benchmark 2007
Because of budget cuts, all MSA hours and earnings series and 65 MSAs in their entirety were dropped with the implementation of the 2007 benchmark.  Initial plans to reinstate those estimates – once funding allows it – have been developed.  The release of statewide GME data has been postponed as alternative estimators continue to be tested.  The 2007 benchmark release also included the conversion from NAICS 2002 to NAICS 2007 and there were no major problems with the switch.  The publication structure review that occurs as part of the benchmark process resulted in the decision to model 388 statewide basic series.  This has the possibility to affect seasonality of the series and this is something that will be closely scrutinized, especially during seasonal adjustment review next year.
CES/QCEW Response Analysis Survey (RAS)
Michele Eickman explained how the RAS will hopefully shed light on why some respondents are reporting different data to the CES program and the QCEW program.  The Niceville interviewers are working on making the calls now.  This phase should be finished in May or June of 2008 at which point the tabulation, review, and analysis will begin.  The final report is expected in August or September of 2008.
Review of Estimation Team meeting
The Estimation Team met immediately prior to the Policy Council meeting.  Larry Huff distributed graphs of numerous estimate simulations that used 2 different models which were then varied further by special handling for some sectors and cells with little sample.  Wendy Carlton presented her work on top-down estimation.  She has been simulating top-down estimation for those states in her region.
WebACES and CDB update
Rich Speigle and Chris Foshier updated the group on the new ACES system and the development of the CDB.  They were also able to present a demo of the new system for the Policy Council.  Once the new servers are installed, hopefully this month, testing with the ACES user group and the ACES project team members will begin.
